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ferne, Broken afterns That cannot Told > a. 


ter. OY 
Beſides; in tedking vr hs Jurifd iction of = 


Church and the eaſy __ of her holy diſcipline, 
_ whilſt they dream 4 of liberty, they are ſubject 
to an heavier bondage. Their conſiſtorys arbi- 


trary, irregular, without appeal, as confin'd in 
every Independent Church, are- a parochial pa- 
pacy; as lodg d in S nod or Claſſes, are ſo many 
courts of Iaguiſu ion. 

Wherefore by vertue of a Tolera tion tho the 


ſword of Ecclefiaftical Government may ſeem to 


be born in vain, yet from it's long experienced effi- 
cacy to edification and manners, we may ſay of it 
in compariſon of all others, as David ſaid of G- 
labs ſword, that here is none hike unto it. 

But to theſe tem poral inconveniences we ad- 
jure you to add the eternal denunciations againſt 
your ſchiſm, againſt your cauſeleſs ſeparation 


from your Biſhop. Confider ye Der of a 


fooliſh people the trivial wages of your crying 
iniquity, compoſed only of ſome narrow ſubſeri- 
ptions, or purloin'd gratuities, proportion'd to 
your artificial ſervitude in flattering men in 
their errour, in prophecying unto them ſmooth 
things. Will ye for this wretched equivalent, =» 
will ye, (as the Lord expoſtulates ) * pollute me - r 


thus among ou ** handfuls of = 
CL 


— 


7 _ Amira. © 

I and pieces of bread, to ſlay the fouls that 
ſhould not aye, and 10 fave the ſouls alive that 
ſhould not live, by your lying lo n people that 


F oo Oooatlt fe 
However if neither the preſent diſtractions 
of ſeparation, nor it's eternal hazard, if neither 
the excellency of our uniform government, nor 
the deformity. ef their divided and inconſiſtent 
_ polity can make a juſt impreſſion; if they perſiſt 
to diſown that ordinance, . which the Church 
throughout all the world hath acknowledg d; 
yet let them ceaſe to treat it with contumely, 
what the univerſal Church hath with reverence 
defended. When the Epiſcopal order, the or- 
dinance of the Bleſſed Spirit, ſhall be attributed 
to the operations of hat man of ſin; when 
thoſe excellent Biſhops and Martyrs;whoſe fame 
and whoſe glorious acts ſhine in the memorials 
ol the Church, ſhall be reproachd as Antichri- 
ſtian, as the great deceivers of the world, the 
authors of all hereſy', all ſchiſms, the publick 
incendiaries of Chriſtendom; when theſe oblo- 
quies ſhall not only be current in their conyer- 
tion, but amplify'd in their writings; the un. 
prejudiced heathen cannot but rebuke ſuch. blaſ 
phemous treatment, Revzle/? thou God's HA. 
Pries? They never treated their national 
| Gods or their Prieſts with indiguity, tho a 
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ue about the body. 
bring again/# the adverſary a railing accuſation. 
For what were this but to degrade the dignity 
ol our profeſſion; as well as to diſobey its laws} 


aſſertions, ropoutided! in 2 het, enters its proteſt 


en Fe Sandy 88. 


83 — Ow 42 ay ney 


een 20 lb" and we the wor >rſhippers. of 
8. G00 Ain gur controv Ty ies for an holy | 


of Moſes, du aut 


what Ferse it but to furniſh with invenom dar- 


rows the quiver of all the lewd hirelings in in- 
fidelity and m 
which 'blaſpheme for pay and curſe ſor contri- 


rcehary- veterans in. Atheiſm, 


butions. For out of the:rmiſeellaheousrhaterials 
collected of old by Schiſmaticks what an-india- 


ment has been form d of late, digeſted into arti- 
cles of rebuke, of reproach, and of blaſphemy, = 


againſt tl archical order: a Book, Which 
not like ancient hereſy; ' by remonſtrance but 
accuſation, not by oblique inſinuations but bold 


agaigſt Eßl copacy.- What >ras a political mer- 
cenary engine ex fupporr monarchys;-or-tocſub- | 


vert republicks? Ne: it declares it in its ori- 


ginal, a ſpurious uſurpatio 


in its nature and conſequences, not onlyincom- 


modious but indonfiſtent, not only aſeleſ{ but 
deſtructiye to all humane ſociety, under aan 
ever plan or form of adminiſtration; -*A. . 3 
which in a ſtrain aboye its ordinary prophane- | 
nne * ® 5 E | 1 
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34 5 2 2 
E 5 Ordination ot e 
; | by ſo many have this day been ſet apart and un. 
- | alterably lealed to the work of the Miniſtry ) 
\ | only as a Nous piece o N 40 or an hol 
| farce; and the impoſition of hand ands, as 2 device. 
| of no other effec; and-no better intent, than 
* dlemn legerdemain, and traditional juggle of 
' pricfteraſe And all this written and publiſh; 
ia open defiance to the civil power, to the Ec. 
clekiaſtical, to the united indignation of a Natio- 
nal Synod. 
But alas? what pomer is ſufficient to bind or 
to Ge this gion, fince their name is many? 
yea rather, what power will attempt it, which 
dy be fond reception of this book from the 
: Noble dawn to the: illiterate Mechanick, 
finds the ſame penal infatuation ſpread upon the 
people that reſted — abort 
dad dur Saviour for his removal of a leſs publick 
grievance: or if theſe-confederates (who they 
are or pe they are, — knows, ) Gagan 
ejected by a publick proſecution ; yet to what 
, when they can retreat and go out ſafcly 
imo the covert of Deilts, of 3 Atheiſts 
and Libertines, as40 the herd. of ſwine? fince 
theſe things beſo, let us then turn es 5 
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 Ifthen thi is Government be eftabliſh' d for ever | 

in the Catholick Church of Chriſt, the defence | 

and preſer vation of it ought to be dearer to Chri- 

ſtians, than all ſecular — ay all civil oblige | 

tions, all inferiour reaſons of ſtate. There is in men 

a native affection for their own Country, — 

tho full of deformity, tho deſpoil d with the ha- 

vock of war, is more delig hiful « to them than the 

moſt beautiful and — d. Territory on earth. 

And tho we may juſtify this inherent fondneſs for 5 

our native land on account of it's being the in 

heritance of our forefathers, and the — ha- 

bitation of Relations, tho for * our — — and. 2 

companions ſake, aue may wiſh it proſperity; yet 

the overruling love of Ge Goch s Church erected in 

it, not only juſtifies.0 ur wiſhes, but demands our 

endeavours for it s felicity; yea becauſe be 

bouje -of . the Lord our God, I will ſeek to.do 

ibee good. Neither is this preference of affe- _ 

tion to the Church any. injuſtice to the State, 

however poſtpon d to it in the inverted notions 

of Stateſmen, and factious madneſs of the peo - 
For who ſhall. reproach it in us as a hi- 

gottedfondneſs, or Ecclefiaftick Zeal; ce the: x« 57.. 

Fo te he ef Ivveth the Gates FR Sion more than 

a * "ings of . r 

2 2. Among 1 


[ 

? 
1 
+ 
by 
e 
. 
K 
e 
5 : 
is 
ce 
ul 


=> 


Among 8 factious and N 19 1 
tions of parties, the politically blended defini. 
tions of perſons, Epiſcopacy ſeems to give us 
an -unerring and decifive teſt of thoſe; that really 
belong to our Sion, and as her true Sons, are 
ink d to her Communion; or cut off from her Re 
wards. - He that in this doctrine is not With us, 
1 fame is againſt us: according to St. Ius. 
ius; . Whoever belongs to God and to Jeſus 
«Chriſt is With the Biſhop: but if any man 
| 4 follows one who cauſes diyifions from him, (hall 

ee not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
For ſurely not à venerat ion for the Antiquity 
| ofthis6rdinance,which only ſways the afte&ions, 
os 4 but à belief of its necefſity, which binds the con 
* ſcience ; can hold men faſt to the Communion 
or intereſt of our Church. Tho we acknow- 
ledge it's antient date and rend wn, tho we reve 
| rence it as the old. Government of our Fathers; 
Faet if we believe its inſtitution to have been de. 
rived only from their wiſdom or pleaſure , 0 
man is bound to oppoſe the alteration of its 
form by the deſtruction of his family, nor to fe 
Terifice his children that are living,i in e 
| to his Fathers Which are dead. But if Lam fully 
= [Rp perſwaded that this ordinance came from God 
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dut 7 C au ngutli, if ſhould" dre 
with it, I mull not dens it in anywije; if ͤ 5; 
Twas a general defection from this old yay, _ 


to the dubious plan of Cabeiniſm, that in th 1 16.1. 2 


late Rebellion chrought on the ſad Cataſtraphe 
of this Epiſcopal Church: and ſurely thet ex 
tinction ofany national Church, however broug ht 
to-pals; whether. devoured: by the la * rage 
of Sanguinary perſecutions, or more authorifed 
maſſacres of inteſtine: wars, whether born down 
by the ſway of publick rexalutions, or eaten ut 
by the ſlow venom of political acta, may juſtly 
be reſoly d into the caſe of the daſultory qe s; 
becauſe: abe for/ake the covenantraf the: Lon 
their G. Yo notions ods bog gh 
The covenant God made with that peop 5 
was the cbvenant of the. law ndert the eſta- 
bliſnment of the 1 pitienl Prisfthhod: the ſuc- 
ceeding covenant H he made; with Chri-. 
ſtians, Was the covenant offthe Goſpeb under 
the Governmentof the Epiſcopal Miniſtsy..Now 
ifupon the alteratiomofthabtemporary:etablilh — 
ment of Maſexithe:Apoltieaniors;;the Nee © 7 
Soing aug; d, herr I made Aue 
changendiſe-of the lam; may we not more forci- 
bly — he durable iſtitutzan df brit, 
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POR there is no. *Church. | 05:04 £116: 


of neceſſity Aa ailoiution of the © FOE ? And 
St. /gnatins in his Epiſtle ad Tralliauos, having 
reckon d up the three orders, Biſhops, Presby. 
ters and Deacons, plainly afficms,* without theſe 


In the great Reformation from the Church 
"of Rome when the Lord commanded all Na. 
tions to come out of her, by what a diſtinguiſu- 
ing bleſſing did he declare him elf to be our God; 
that in the removal of her inveterate ſupeifti 
tions Epiſcopacy was retain d, and that thoſe 
cumberſome ſuperſtructions were taken down 
without ſhaking the foundation. 
In the revolution ofearthly Dominions, things 
ro by an impetuous ſway born to a contrary ex. 
tream; and the reformation of ſome errours is 
carry d, beyond the line of truth, to the eſta- 
bliſhment of greater. How was it then, when 
the Lord ſuffer d tlie Candleſtick to be remov d 
or overturnd in other Kingdoms, that he ſet 
his love upon us and choſe us, as the reſting place 
of his holy Tabernacle, where it might ſhine and 
give light to the Donot becauſe we were 
more in number than other Kingdoms ; for We 
are the leaſt of the Nations: not for our obe- 
dience; for we are moſt rebellious and corrupt. 
The uniformity. then and completion of that 
mighty change muſt be attributed to theſe an. 
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bit own glo ; 
ruleth the. raging of the Sea, — >, Sf at's PU” 
waves ; ſo by the voice of theſe his delega 7 . 


Prophets, he, ſet. bounds. to ine madneſs df e 


people in that tumultuous change, ſaying; 5. 
derte ſbalt thou come and no farther: whilſt 
in other Coumtries devoid of this barrier, Epi- 
gr bc down * Tony on 5 of 50 


IC} Government, „ which — 
knce happen'd i in this Kingdom, great and ter- 
rible, Theſe have Dorn faithful w Wil to the 

Truth; unterriſy d wich danger, unmor'd with 

the loſs of their antient Patrimony 

that Rebellion the people by unanimous ſub- 
ſcriptions gave their voices againſt this pray; wi | 

Church, and it ſtood wrongfully condemmd by 

ſuborn d and ag nmulative Treaſon; how did 

theſe Schopls of the Prophets ſtand up together, 

5 one man, in a zealous vindication, the Lord 

putting into their mouth à Spirit, not of aa 
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they regard not the Work of the Lord, nei- 
iber conſider” the | Operation of his Hande. 
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| Chapter lewd under the Pat 
Vineyard ," the baſe Ingratitude of che 
| Jews. towards God, and the Jud gments” 
his try might deſervedliy exp ect) . Now,, f ys 
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'F Beloved, touching bis 7 7 rg E 9 Br 4 


Vineyard in 4 very fruitful 2 Aud be fenced it 
and en d out the Hue thereof, and Planted it with 


It of 


p 7 * Yabked 515 
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Grapes. And nom » 0 Tahebitants f 2 and Men 


of Judah, judge, I pe gou, betweex me and my Vine- 
gard, What _—_ : been done more to my 2 


2 c T, i ol rng 


| 0 10 wle es ? And now, go to, 1 wil tell jon 

mh Till dots m Hinepnra t I i take away the 

Hedge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up ; and break dowy 

the Wall thereof, and it ſoall be:tradden down, and 

: Iwill lay it Ft 1; 1525 at 0 pruned nor dig ed, 

| bit thee "Bu cole N arts a e. I will d- 
ſo. command the Cloud, that "they N upon it. 

And then follows: the Ap tags For e Wee 

yard of the Lord of Hot zs the Houſe of Iſrael,” and 

tbe Men of Judeh his pleaſant Hlant 3 and he looked 

for” Jul ment, 5 behold” Wal 5 nk "i ee 


Wicks neſs, the A e 
part of the Chapter to 8 
riculars, inſtancing eſpecially in TE ene 

and Injultice, ver. 8. their Intempe rance, Prophane- 

neſs, and Irreligion, ver. 11. their affected Blindnels 

d. Iguorance in t their Duty, en. 13. their Wil- 
ele Preſumption and Tabus in finning, ver. 
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icltflo! N of be rohe fourth 
ad, Ne he higl Diſpleaſure that 
n againſt bis Prog le for theſe their 
c Pfovocations, 111 the terrible and 
ſev NL ich he had alceady {ent and 
execute in for the fame, and Was Geter 
| 5 1 re e Went Un. to ' provoke. Hic as 


had don 5 .continye.. and” increaſe until 12 
x og: have utterly deſtro A them. This is, in 
ſhort, the Sam 500 eßign of this whole Chapter. 
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courſe Gt, in The Tfeyenth and Twelfth Verſes, con- 
tain the fecorid Gf Io particular Char ges againſt 
de Jewe, Which; 1 before ee d Which 
E called a Cha Te < ' Intomperance, Prophaniſs, and 
Irreligity;, ang. 3k aud one. of — 22 which de- 
nounces à ſpesial Vs agaitilt Ade Perſons that were 
7 to. Fi ' Wo unto them: 3. riſe 1 early in the - 
Morning, 17550 They" may folaw firong Drizh, that con- 
7 a Night 1 Miue inflame them. And the 
aud he 5 ele, Tabret ind Pipe, aud Wine 
ey the” 8 but they * not the Mork 0 1 
tle 
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received 1 Hut, | It urn him their Pear 

55 Tharks for the Game, . Ahe Hur 4 md the Viol, 
e Tabret Fr Phe, and Mine are in ei Feaſts ; ; 

hs was Mirth and Jollity enough, and too much; 

but at the ſame time little or no Religion 3 z there 

* former, than there 


was too little ol the later; 5 for they regarded ns nt 
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This it ſeems was too often the Jews way of 
keeping their Religious Feaſts: In the Feaſting Part, 
they took care not only to do, but to overdo; 
but in the Religious Part they did nothing at all 
ſo far were they from ſpending the time of the 
Sacred Feſtival in devout Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
thoſe Feſtivals were ordain d to commemorate, that 
they had no regard to, or conſideration of them 
at all ; their only Care and Thought was to make 
proviſion for the Fleſh; to fulfil the Luſts there- 
of; and in that they were as careful and thought - 
ful as they could poſſibly bez; riſing up early in the 
Morning, that they might "pn ſtrong Drink, and con. 
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And L wiſh I could ſay that this was not alſo 


too often the Chriſtians way of keeping their ho- 
ly Feaſts ; ſute I am, tis too too commonly our 
way of keeping them ; and eſpecially of this great 
Feſtival of all, which we at this time celebrate, in 
memory of the greateſt Miracle of the Divine Mer- 

cy that was ever ſhewn to Mankind, 2. Gods 
lending his own Son into the World for their Re-“ 
demption. On this Feſtival, (and ſhall I add too, 
in Commemoration of this Benefit ?) what more cu- 
ſtomary than for Men to riſe 1 early in tbe Moru— 
mg, that they may _ follow ſtrong Drink 3 and 10 con- 
tinue until Night, till Mine inflame them: Now, if 
ever, we look to hear the 5 ound of the Harp and 
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"ay mY af het Taler an Py. Abe is decker 1 
the proper Seaſon for Muſick, and Noiſe, and Mer. 
ry-making ; now allo is Wine in our Feaſts; this is 
the Time, the Time of the whole Tear, for r good 
* Drinking: But then our Thoughts are 
domm ny ſo taken up and our Time ſo much 
employ d in theſe things, that we have no Mind to, 
or no Leifure- for any thing that is good; God is 
aghts, not now, I ſay, when in 
Reaſon, — ought'to be- moſt. there 3 we regard not 
in our | Minds tbe Work cr prac n ao we 
canſidler the ene his e 4581 c 


But fince the C 60 wilt fome perhaps be re 
dy to ſay, chat this Feſtival, however at firſt pe 
| haps piouſly deſign d, is now ſo very much ar 
why is it not rather quite laid aſide? Why ſhould 
we continue the obſervation of a Feaſt, which is 


ſo commonly, ſo cuſtomarily , nay, fo conſtantly, | 

4. 1644. e ry Tear an oceaſion of much Sin? And Time 

was, we have been told, and you may perhaps 

ſome of you remember, when this Counſel ſo far 

— that this Day was by order obſerv d as 

u. 1645, à Faſt: Time was when the Churches on this Day 

— were generally kept ſhut, and the Shops were or- 

derid to be kept open ; and a ſort of Tapuiſctiom was 

ſet up againſt even thoſe kinds of Food, which had 

been moſt | cuſtomarily in uſe at this Seaſon. But 

what Warrant the then Reformers had for this, from 

the Pattern ſhew'd to them in the Mount, according 

to which they pretended to make All their Refor- 
unde N nee rang TY ER 


f 18 — * 
. 11 % STWw.s Xx z 14% a 2 | 


2. 


C3 For . 


wY 


*% 
£5 


8 


” 8 2 "ORR as ta „465 1 . - A by : FO 
. 7 ne tag HS ae . ere 2 . , f 
3 8 * ">: N — - : q 8 N 4 — 5 4 
1 1 og ———_—_ a — * — — —— 9 * . _ > - — _ 3 o 1 . LE bf. - 264 * 
2 i eee n N n vo FIVE * n oe 4 p - — amn NA. „ 5 : _ 
1 1 LY _ 
8 . ” - "4 
| 8 ; 
2 F ” < 9 th 5 — 3 2 — * . . * - 
- Bt We £5 4 == * * 2 . 2 n mY £ . 1 
Ez £0 | . ie * CJ 
5 4 . : 8 4 » WM | "VF. . : 8... - * 1 a PS N * 
k YM j : 
» * 8 AY 1 4 14 3 4 * - 9 1 
: — a a 4 2 8 UT ay , a. S 8 4 y d 
. 0 5 Enn ; 1 * e 12 * 2 * S A een 


— 
INE” 
** 


x PO ”- 


For the Jewiſh Feaſts (the Feaſt of the Paſſover „ vp. Pa- 
kept in Memory of their Deliverance out of Egypt, vic in t. 
that of Pentecoſt, in memory of the Overthrow of 4 
Pharaoh in the Red Sea, and of the giving the Law 5 
upon Mount Sinai; and the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
in memory of their dwelling ſo long in the Wil- 

derneſs in Tents, and of the Wonders which God 
did there; theſe Feaſts, I ſay) had, as is plainly in- 
timated in the Text, been abuſed by ſome looſe 
and diſſolute Perſons amongſt the Jews, juſt as ours 
have been ; they had been made by ſome the Sea- 
ſons, they had proved to fome the Occafions of 
much Exceſs and ſinful Extravagance 3 But were 
they for this reaſon. thought fit to be laid aſide and 
aboliſh'd. 2 Were they for this reaſon forbidden to 
be obſerv'd any Jonger? | 
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No, perhaps you Il ſay, for. theſe were of Divine 
Inſtitution, and therefore could not by any Human 
or Eceleſiaſtical Authority be laid aſide, as ours may 
be; the Celebration of which has been ordain'd 
only by Human Prudence, and the Authority of 


And this indeed is true; That thoſe Feſtivals 
which were inſtituted by God, could not be -abo- 
liſhed by Men 3 neither could any Man, how much 
loever they were abuſed, have taken upon him to 
aboliſh them, without ſetting up his own Wiſdom 
ag.. ß 
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1 did not therefore ask why the Jews themſelves 
- 5 


14 
* 


aal kes and'Seiſons weg, 
5 


there bein 


whereof ſome ſpecial time is not appointed: He knew 
alfo that they that were wife and religious would con- 


lider- 


—- 


un 1 85 r Mas- 4 Dar, — 1704. OT 9 


2 * * e — Www ts #0: TW DI A Pw. „ere 


ger 10 andert and 1 of Goa. de 
only in granting the Bleſſing or Benefit commemo- 
rated,” but Itkewile in ordering them to rejoice in 
bis Goodneſs, and to continue the Memory thereof 
with folemn Praiſes and Thanſgivings ; - and that ſuch 
as were looſe and ſenſual, and given to Intempe- 
rance, would not have been reſtrainꝰd from their 
Rioting and ſinful Extravagances, only by aboliſh- 
ing ſuch ' Seaſons of publick Praiſe and Rejoicing ; 1 
but that if they had not had thoſe, they would have 1 
taken other Gecaſions of fulfilling te ſame fleſhly | Y 
Luſts3 ſo that only to have aboliſhed ſuch Feſtivi- | 
ties, would not have been a meam of reforming 2 
the wicked part of the World, That would (till : 1 
have been as laſting, as ſenſual; as intemperate; both 
then and at other times, as i too cottimionly was 
upon the holy Feſtival 3 for the fame corrupt Heart 
would, at all times and upon all oceaſſons, bave 
produced plentifully the ſame corrupt Fruits; but 
to thoſe who were piouſſy and well diſpoſed, it 
would have been indeed a great Detriment and = 
Diſad vantage, by the aboliſhment'of thoſe Days, to | | 
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have been deprived of thoſe bleſſed Opportunities 
which were therein afforded them, of contemplating 
the Divine Goodneſs, and impreſſing the Senſe there. 3 
of ſtrongly upon their Minds, and working themſelves | 
up to the higheſt Degrees of Love and Gratitude to 
God their moſt bountifalBenetattor, r + wa 
| in a Word; "This Munter of Fat, that theſe Feſti- | 
_ vals, tho” they had been much prophan'd and abugd 
by ſome wicked” and licentious Perſons, were nor: 
lowever,, by any Command. of God. laid —_— or | 
1 
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rn ton be any; langer obſerv dz and is, 1 
think, highly probable, that the Reaſons above- 
8 mentioned, or ſuch. ke, were the Reaſons why 
they wete nevertheleſs continued: But however 
hae: be ſince. they were by the Wildom of God 
thought fit to be ſtill continu'd and obſerv d, not- 
withſtanding the ill Uſe that ſome prophane and 
profligate 2 had made of them 1 can ſee no 


| reaſon, why the Governours of the Chriſtian Church 


leud and prophane Perſons, who, by 


may not, in a like Caſe, reaſonably follow the 
Pattern which the Wiſdom of God has ſet them; 


and till continue the Obſervation of thoſe. Chriſt 


an Feſtivals. (and of this in particular) which were 
inſtituted at firſt with a pious . Deſign, and from 
the religious Obſervation whereof ſuch axe 28 pipuſly 
and vertuouſiy inclined may, and do, without 1 Op Oubt, 
receive much Spiritual - Advantage, altho there be 
now _ there were formetly among oe Jew), ſome 

ir wicked 
Abuſe of them, {pending them in Exceſs and Drun - 
kennef, and other Luſts of the Fleſh, do haſten, 
3 * e e their own. e, 


tion. 8 


Tor tha it can't, -indoak be Gd, It is not pre- 
tended by us, that any of theſe Feſtivals, or this 
of -Chriſtmas in particular, was inſtituted (as the 
Jewiſh Feſtivals before ſpoken of were) by the ſpe- 
cial Direction and Command of God; ſo that it might 
be aboliſſd by Humane Authority (which _ 
could not be) without oppoſing or contradictin 
poſitive. Divine Inſtitution; | Yet this we 221 ay, 
and. this we do affirm,” That the Bleſſing and 


. — — — — 
ke hind: we now commicttiorate* ar hy 
demption of the World dy the Incarnation of the 

Son of God, Who was manifeſted; as at this Time 
to deſtroy the Works of the Devily was an mifinitely 
greater Benefit, than the Deliveranee ef the 
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raelites out of Egypt, than tie Deſtruction of PB. 


7600 and m ble in ehe Reese er then went: 
raculous Preſervation of the Jews for Fotty Tears 
in the Wilderneſs ; ſo that if they deſerved te be 


kept in perpetual *Remembranee, by Anda! Feſti- 
vals, inſtituted in Commemoration thereof, me 


more does this deſerve - to be in like manner re-- 
member d with Joy and Thankfulneſs. | There | Was | 


good Reaſon therefore that che Church ſhould ap 
point ſore Day or Days in the Year; — 4 
this ſnould be done; for a Publick Work of Re- 
ligion (as chis i) muſt Chave:a-fpeciaP;'T' HIRE 2 1 2055 
ed for i ir, or elſe e be done at all 
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Now: thisds all- char the: Chnch/ Ron ſis. a. 


points à certain Time whereon all her Members 
ſbould meet in Religious Aſſemblies, te ſing and 
give Praiſes to God for this his ineſtimuble Benefits 


and that they may be furniſn'd with proper Mar: 


ter for Devotion aud Meditation, the provides 
Prayers to be fed. and appoints: Portions” ef 
Seripture to be read and Sextnons to be presch- 


<4, ſuitable to the Occaſiom ; and that they 


may have 'Leiftre, and be in better Diſpoſnion of 


Mind for this holy Exerciſe, ſhe diſcharges them, 


for that Time, from the Works and Labeurs of. 


their ordinary Callings 3 and, as fuitable to ſuch a 


Tune of r6joycing, ſhe. as the Exerciſe f 
; Charity 5 


— 


— é —— —ͤ— K — 


” 5 ? - \ 1 

” 

= Ie” - * as bl. * * hat l 
—_— — — ..._r__ 

Ape — — Ae, — ä——— — — — 8 


4 I 
- 2 8 
r — nm ̃] U 


[OO FAY AY r 4 pu 
* n 8 „ RY 7 O EOS * * 7 
e A N Pc; - 
- 


We | 


8 1 ieee L Ga 6 
12 AA Sermon Preacbhd upon 
9 * ns, Pr Ban a Pa 1 | : |; * = 
; | : 2 9 . | 


— — — — ——— — = 
Cypbarity and Hoſpitality:3::and ſhe may, perhaps, be 
aid alſo to permit (but that's the moſt that can be 

Oreatures of God, than the Conditions and Cir- 
cumſtances of Men cguld furniſn them with at all 
other Times of the Near; but all. the while ſhe 
ſtrictly enjoyns them to keep within the Bounds 
of Temperance and Sobriety 3 and whether they 
eat or drink, or whatever elſe they do, (not un- 
3 i an holy Feſtival) to do all to the Glory 
% c ̃˙ SE BOTH 10 SL, 
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Thus, 1 think, it appears that there was good 
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ſtending ſome Abuſes that have crept into, and ſome 
Inconveniences chat have ariſen, by the Obſervation 
thereof. For what is there ſo ggod that has not 
been miſuſed? Or what is there ſo uſeful' that has 
not been attended with ſome Inconveniences? Even 
in eating and drinking many Sins are every Day 
committed ; ls it fit therefore that a Law ſhould be 
made to forbid Eating and Drinking? Or that Pub- 
lick Officers ſhould be appointed to deliver out to 
every one his Meat and Drink by Weight and Mea- 
ſure? There is great Exceſs in Apparel, Would it 
be reaſonable therefore to forbid the wearing of 
any Cloaths, or to command that no Cloaths ſhould 
be made but ſuch; as are abſolutely neceſſary, and 
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Faſhion?” And as little "Reaſon is there td 


To ers owt Feſtival, which was well deſi gned, a4 Z 


which is of excellent Uſe to ſuch as are*pioufl 
well difpos'd,” and 'accort e to the, rg 

vation of it "Which the Chürch direct 97 "1s a To 
probable Means to reclaim even thoſe" that ale vi. 


cdous, and by reminding them of che 1 ; 


8. 
and Bleffings' of God, which otherw the woul, 
never dare thought "of all, to 1110 a 
fome Senſe pf Dar; ane Gtaritnge, Cas little Rea- 
ſon, Tay, is there o abolith' ſuch a" Religious Feſtj- 
oo only becauſe ſome prophane Perfons do, and 
take occaſion to ſpend it in Rioting and Drun- 
tenneſt, and Uncleannefs.” For that they do thys 
nd K. Whoſe Fault is it? Fit not ibis own 
the Church, Which appe s it to 1 
direct . ir * be e . e N 


I 1 N 
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the Provifion 100 120 ae to. 5 it, 
been kep t, — thus WAS all Fw Care (1 
robably will be kept 5 


as wil Fe 3 We chünk it had 
opt oe ff, Put be mate "A 1575 
Day of orditiary” Work, | 
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And do th e "ha VN Abo- 
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to reform the World ? N fic 1 tter. 
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thoſe” of the courſeſt stuff. aud aft After che 11 : a — 
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ver hard to be met with) Perſons as. idle, and as 
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pend · thrift as themſelves? Nay, Do not they that 
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have been in the like 1 manner prophan d, or .thas | 


are liable to be in like manner abus d: And then, 
that Men may have no Time or Leiſure for their 


Vices, it Will be neceflary that they ſhould be'kept 


(as the Ifratlitet” Wer in the Egyptian Bondage) 
dard and continual Labour; fer if ever t 
ſuffer' 
(ſuch of them, I mean, as are wickedly and pro- 
hanely inclin d; they Will) be employing that lei- 
ure Time in making Proviſion for the Fleſh, = 
falfil the Luſts nes A Then, that none ma ha 
Time for their Vices, hohe muſt have any ſeiſute 
Time from their Works for the Exerciſe of Reli-' 
gion; for the ſame Time that the Pious and Reli- 


422 


gious do ſpend in the Exerciſe of Devotioſf, the 
ſame will the Prophane and Profligate ſpenid in the 


ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh 3 the Conf of whj 
will be, that as then there will probably be leſs" 

and Looſneſs, leſs Rioting and Bee ' 
there will be likewiſcleſs Religion and leſs Devotion 5 
for theſe can no more be practis d without Tithe 
than the other. And, 1 Abe” 905 World, in the 
whole, would be then much worſe than it is 00 3 
for it is better, that with a Mixture of bad there 
ſhould be ſome. good Perſons in the World, than 


that there ſhould be none at all good 1 in it and. 


none good there could be, if all Men were h 
to their Labougs and their Burdens without ceaſiog 
and RROUP Intertmiſſion, | hs . > : 
There is 15 reaſon. Lo I think) that ay 
Day of Religion (no reaſon that this in particular) 
ſhould * aboliſh d, ny are. 
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ecauſe ſome” * . 


"ta" ceale from. their Burdens , they w ilk 


3 


ben af r 55 eee eee 
—— | 


— 


n 


7 Sermon Preh wþ 2 


bh - 4 „ * OT „ „ 7s n ee ER Res _—_ 


E wicked as to turn it into 1 of "TR 

and . Senſuality 3 becauſe the aboliſhing the Day 

would not alone ſerye to prevent the Wickednel 
t 18 acted upon its it. would bat only put off 


e acking it from this 0 5 to Toe other Days 
nd, 10 N mean Tains, 


». 4 hic 


Nhe and Tete upon; ; and i in Time! to 


come (this Annual Memorial of it being deſtroy d 


| and taken gd] Weg A m "PUN? of being 


quite forgotten. 7 8 bo 
1 9 much 1 it e ts 7 at this 


Time, to juſtify the Wiſdom and Piety of the Church, 


as well in ſtill retaining. the Obſervation of this great 
Feſtival, .. in Memory of the Birth of the King of 
Eat in its firſt Inſtitution, and that notwith- 
1H. ill Uſe. that the Prophane and Licentious 
tare Ihe we, FG: tis likely, will ſtill make of it. 


But nothin can be ſaid to juſtify their wicked 
uſe of it ; for, Wo unto "ok, lays the 1 
„I that rife ; e #Þ. early. in the that they 
ay follow ſtrong Drink, that continue he Night till 
Wine inflame them. And the Harp and the Viol, the 


Tout. and Pipe, and Wine are an their Feaſts, but 


ard not the Work of the. Lands, 6 neither con. 


7 he Operatis of hi Hud. 


4 7 F 
* 1 in 1 \ 


The 


— 


- 2 y 7 72 - — 
» | - ; 
| * 5 ky þ 
, 46 4 33 * 2 7 4: * 
* * + * \ A A WM * 1 a 
4 | 
. 1 
- bl { 
as > op. ORSON ey * * a P e ee ee * pang. : 


3 T 80 : 
. — 
— * * i. fs 2 ö " 2 
* — — — — 


* % * 
5 - 
| þ 
* * 
a — -* 
wo 
* 
K * 
e e er eee * W e 08 RET" 
r 0 2 * 4 
F2 
8 6—— 
— 7 8 
* 2 7 * * . - 


6 wy K * ** 1 i 5; « 9 ; rl : 
"8. - %. / . 1 7 . Ws , _ wr 4. A 
"has 


| The proper Application of which Words to the 


great Feſtival that we at this Time celebrate, will 


— 


be, I ſuppoſe, oy ſhewing, Firſt, What that Work 
of the Lord is Which 2 
regard to, aud to exerciſe our Meditations upon ; 
S:condly, What Thoughts and Affeckions towards 
God, the Conſideration thereof is proper to work. 
in us, and what Influence it ought to have upon our 


Lives; And, Thirdly, laſtly, How very unſuitable to 


the Occaſion of our preſent Joy and Thankſgiving, the 
Cuſtom is, of thoſe prophane and licentioùs Perſons,. 
who ſpend this. Time in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, 
and other ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh 3 of all which 


1 L 


very briefly. 


1. Then, I ſhall briefly ſhew, what that Work of 


the Lord is, which we ought at this time to have a 
ſpecial regard to, and to exerciſe our Meditations 


upon. Anck this has been often already intimated; 


ich we ought at this Time to have 


That Work of God which we are now more eſpe- . 


cially to conſider, is his ſending (as at this time) his 


ewn Son into the World, for the Redemption of: 


5 Mankind. And here we ſhould do well to-conſider- 
more particularly e e 


I. The Greatneß and Dignity of the Perfon that 


was ſent, the only begotten Son of God ; He Who 
was the Brightneſs af the Father's Gliry, and the ex- 


preſs Image of bis Perſon ; upholding all things by the 


Word of bis Power ; that Eternal A4 G., of whom 
St. John ſpeaking, ſays, In the Megioming was the Word, 
and. the. Mord mas with God, and-the Nord was God';. 
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the ſame was in the beginning with God. Al thing gs 
preſs d in the Creed commonly call d the Nicer Creed, 
1 Son of God, begotten. "7 Father before all 


the. þ 5 ol and by whom alt} 16, were made. Such 


at this time ee ; 


is the manner of his being ſent 3 That he came not in 


took upon him the form of a Servant, and was made in 


the likeneſs of Men, He whom the Heayens and the 
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were made by him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was dp Mis The Senſe of which is very well ex. 


wherein declaring our, Bel of. 70 Article, we are 
taught to ſay, Ihelieve in one Tard eſus Chriſt, the only 


orlds, God of God, [obs of 1 Agb, very God of ver 
God, be gotten not made, being of one See. — 


& | 


was the Perſon; whole, Fong, . t N World we 
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II. Another thing proper to TE: now u conſider d Tu Us, 


the Glory of bis Father, with the holy Angels, as he will 
come hereafter, when he ſhall: return to judge the 
World ; nay, that he came not with ſo much Glory 
as the Angels of Light had been uſed to appear in, 
when they were ſent by God on ſome. Meſſage to 
Men; but he empty d himſel jel, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it 3 he laid aſi 1 bis Majeſty and Glory 3 he deve- 
ſted himſelf for a while (not indeed of his Eternal 
God-head, for that 0 not be, but) of the Glory 
which he had with his Father before all Worlds, and 


Heaven of Heavens could not contain, condeſcend- 
ed, by aſſuming the Human Nature, the Soul and 
Body of Man to himſelf, to be (as it were) circum- 
ſcribed and limited within the. ſame narrow Bounds 
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tion. Om ever ſuch Condeſcentibn before heard 
of? Or could it 4 into the Heatt of Man that 
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